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on board the Plassey. But another document, wholly
unexpected on my part, pleased me much more than
either of the others. This was a check upon the paymaster
for twenty guineas. Mr. Coggan, seeing my surprize,
and that I did not know the meaning of this draft, ob-
served that as it did not fall to the lot of every lad that
went to India as a cadet to have friends that could fit him
out for the voyage, the Company always supplied them
with twenty guineas to purchase bedding and other neces-
saries. As these articles were already provided, I thought
I could not dispose of the Honourable Company's donation
better than in the society of a few unfortunate females.
I therefore called upon one called Brent, and told her I was
desirous of getting half a dozen poor girls together, and
giving them a good meal, with their skins full of wine,
at the Shakespear the next day, asking her if she was
acquainted with any damsels to whom a dinner would be
acceptable.

" Oh, that I am," replied she, " with many who I am
afraid fast from not having the means of purchasing food/'
and she undertook to collect the party and order the dinner
in my name. At four o'clock the following day I marched
to the Shakespear, expecting to be the only male of the
party, when lo, I was ushered into a room'where I found
my brother Henry, Tethrington, Major Nugent, Gilly
Mahon, and others, with a parcel of women, several of
whom I did not know. Upon my entrance there was a
shout, the men calling me " A Grand Turk," that I wanted a
Seraglio to myself, and much wit at my expense was sported.
The women however defended me and my good-natured
plan for the benefit of the distressed Sisterhood. I now
learnt that Brent had betrayed me by communicating my
intention to her male friends. They relished my scheme
exceedingly and resolved to carry it into effect upon a
more enlarged scale, and not at my sole charge. Dinner
being announced, I was, much against my inclination,
voted into the Chair, and Pris Vincent became my Vice,
and a more competent one to the situation never sat at a